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Abstract: : The “Sustainable Development Goals” of United Nations' 2030 agenda prioritize the goal of tackling the “climate change” as the top 

consideration while formulating strategies and accomplishing the designated goal(s). Libraries, being visited by diverse people throughout the 

world for garnering the knowledge, can play a pivotal role in enlightening human minds to combat the climate change and  can make this 

commitment to a sustained environmental improvement by adopting “Go-Green”, an eco-friendly approach in library activity/operation(s) and 

transforming their own existence into “Green Libraries” and can start eco-friendly i.e. paperless document delivery approach by adopting and 

encouraging users to use electronic information resources. This paper highlights the approaches that libraries can follow to “Go Green”. 
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The greener the planet, the healthier the life is the way to 

a healthy and prosperous life because the existence of life on 

a planet depends on its climate. These initiatives were mainly 

thematic and short on action. As the climate of our planet is 

changing at fast pace and its effects are clearly felt 

worldwide, therefore, in 2015 all United Nations Member 

States adopted “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development” (United Nations 2019). All the 

“Sustainable Development Goals” of this agenda recognize 

that the goal of tackling climate change should be given 

utmost importance while formulating strategies and 

accomplishing other goals. “Go Green” concept is 

fundamental to combat climate change and to reach its full 

potential, the inner soul of humankind needs to be awakened 

for this. In this direction, we need to re-order our priorities, 

providing resources to re-forest the earth, stop pollution and 

develop energy sources to stabilize earth's climate. 

Though global economic production has grown manifold 

and a cause of celebration, but instead there is a sense of 

illusion, stating over-progress, which is eclipsed by poor 

environment around us and inflicting us. Thus, one of the net 

results of this attempted global upgrading of human societal 

life has been the global downgrading of the physical 

environment and, ultimately, of human societal life as well 

(Sharma 2019). Earlier, it was taken as that economic trends 

have shaped environmental trends, often altering the earth's 

natural resources, but now the reverse is beginning to 

happen, the environmental trends are beginning to shape 

economic trends, which seems to be bullish, whereas the 

biological indicators are bearish. Therefore, natural 

resources should be managed while maintaining a balance 

with the social, economic and technological developments. 

The focus should be on the development to meet the 

requirements of present without affecting the future needs. 

There is need to apply ecological deflator, if we need to 

measure real progress for maintaining our sustainability 

based on the climate resilience affects. Therefore, 

policymakers need to understand the local climate change 

impacts pertaining to their constituencies, and accordingly 

develop multi-pronged strategies of using indigenous coping 

mechanisms, wider adoption of the existing technologies and 

or concerted R&D efforts for evolving new technologies to 

combat climate change (Singh et al 2017).

Libraries are a kind of “living labs” that are an integral 

component of the teaching, learning and research system 

(Fedorowicz-Kruszewska 2019). These living labs are visited 

by all types of pluralistic people throughout the world for 

seeking information and enriching their knowledge. Libraries 

help communities to learn about sustainability issues and the 

ways to tackle these (Long 2000). Communities need 

libraries and librarians to act as role models for sustainability 

by providing accurate information on all manner of green 

topics, from alternative building practices to renewable 

energy options (Antonelli 2008). Therefore, libraries are key 

institution(s) supporting the attainment of the Sustainable 

Development Goals. The International Federation of Library 

Associations and Institutions (IFLA) have been pro-actively 

involved with the creation of the UN 2030 Agenda, advocating 

for the inclusion of access to information in the framework 

(IFLA 2019).One of the essential purposes of libraries is to 

support human beings, build human potential and to provend 

human aspirations (Genovese and Albanese 2012). 


